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COVID-19 COMMUNICATION 

March 25, 2020 

Assessment FAQ for Parents: COVID-19 Guidance 

Assessment 

Question Answer 

Which tests will be cancelled or waived this year? TDOE will not be administering any required 
assessments for the 2019-20 school year, 
including TCAP, MSAA, TCAP-Alt, WIDA, or EOC 
tests. TDOE has submitted a waiver to the US 
Department of Education to remove all 
assessment-related requirements for one year, 
and the state legislature has provided similar 
relief by waiving state statute.  

How does the COVID-19 situation impact grading 
for students? 

Spring 2020 assessment results will not be 
required to factor into student grades for the 
2019-20 school year. Districts who choose to 
administer optional assessments and have results 
that benefit students may elect to include those 
results in their student grades. Additional 
information on graduation requirements and 
grading will come from the State Board of 
Education at a later date.  

Is there guidance on whether to graduate 
students without EOCs? 

The State Board determines graduation 
requirements; however, students are not 
currently required to complete an EOC to receive 
credit for a course. At this point, districts will 
work to allow students to graduate without 
summative assessments, including the required 
college entrance exam (ACT/SAT). The state 
board, in partnership with the department, will 
be crafting updated guidance, policies, and rules 
to this effect.  

What will happen for students enrolled in AP 
classes? Will they still have a chance to earn 
credit? 

The College Board is working on providing more 
information about this. College Board is 
developing a new at-home 45-minute online free-
response testing option for each course. The 
exam content will focus on what most schools 
were able to complete by early March. Students 
will be able to take exams on a laptop, tablet, or 
smartphone. The department is working closely 
with the College Board and local districts to make 
every effort possible to ensure students have an 
opportunity to earn credit for Advanced 
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Placement courses in which they have been 
enrolled during the 2019-20 school year.  

What additional resources are available for 
students to use in preparation for AP exams?  

Beginning on Wednesday, March 25, students 
can attend free, live AP review courses, delivered 
by AP teachers from across the country. These 
courses are optional, mobile-friendly, and can be 
used alongside any work provided by teachers. 
The review classes will be available on-demand, 
so students can access them any time. The 
classes will focus on reviewing the skills and 
concepts from the first 75% of the course. There 
will also be some supplementary lessons 
including topics from the final 25% of the course. 
To access the live classes and recordings, visit the 
AP YouTube Channel.  

Do AP students have the option to cancel and is 
there a charge to do so?  

While College Board encourages students to wait 
until closer to the test to decide, any student 
registered for an exam can cancel at no charge. 
Students must inform their local schools their 
intentions to cancel in order to avoid any fees.   

Will high school juniors still have an opportunity 
to take the ACT this year? If so, when? If not, 
what are the implications of this for these 
students?  

TDOE is working with ACT and anticipates 
offering additional testing dates for districts and 
schools.  
 
Due to the recent school closure through April 
24, the ACT spring test date for THS previously 
scheduled for April 21, has been cancelled. The 
district will investigate alternative testing dates 
as those are released by TDOE.  
 
The online TOPS spring ACT date is currently 
scheduled for April 30. More information will be 
communicated in the coming weeks.  
 
At a minimum, juniors who are not able to test 
later this spring or summer will be able to utilize 
the October Senior Retake day. This option will 
be available for students who successfully tested 
in the spring or summer and students that will be 
testing for the first time in the fall.  

How will this crisis impact school and district 
assessments in the 2020-2021 school year? 

Understanding student proficiency of our state 
standards, including learning where they may 
need additional support, is even more important 
after an extended interruption in instruction. The 
state expects that achievement gaps we see 
among certain student groups may be widened in 
this situation and administering an assessment 
aligned with our state standards is important to 
determining the best support for all students. For 
this reason and at this point, the state expects to 

https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement
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administer TCAP normally in 2020-21 in order to 
gather important data to move forward as a 
state. Additionally, the Department is still 
working to develop and implement formative 
testing opportunities, aligned to our state 
standards, for districts to use as a supplement to 
summative assessments.  

 

Accountability 

Question Answer 
How will this impact the results that are shared in 
the online Report Card?  

The online Report Card will not be updated with 
results from the 2019-20 school year. The Report 
Card site will still be available, but it will continue 
to display results from the 2018-19 school year. 

 

 


